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A Message from the Chair of the Board

Summer is here, school is 

out and it’s hot!! Our tourist 

season is under way,and if the 

early numbers are any indica-

tion we’re in for a busy season. 

The Chamber is like any 

other business - the last few 

years have been challenging.  

If you own or run a business 

you know what I mean. Finding 

ways to cut expenses and new ways to generate rev-

enue have been the norm the last few years. That’s 

why I am so excited how our first six months have 

unfolded. 

The year started with our Annual Installation 

Banquet and 10th Anniversary Mardi Gras Parade 

and we just wrapped up the 58th Billy Bowlegs Pirate 

Festival. I am happy to say every event the first 

half of the year has been a great success. Of course 

this would not be possible without our dedicated 

Committee Chairs, hundreds of volunteers, a great 

Chamber Staff and great sponsors. Also, a little luck 

is always nice and we have been very lucky to have 

great weather for our events!  Membership is growing 

and we are always looking for new and exciting ways 

to promote our members.

Your Chamber is off to a great 2013. On a personal 

note I will tell you that I could not be more proud of 

everyone who has helped make the first six months 

of 2013 so successful. At the beginning of the year I 

could not have pictured it being any better. 

In the coming months we will have some of our 

most popular events including the HC White Golf 

Tournament, the 2nd Annual BBQ Festival and Dog 

Daze. The date for Dog Daze is October 12th this 

year, and we are especially excited this year because 

we are going to cut the ribbon on the new Liza 

Jackson Dog Park. This is a joint venture with your 

Chamber and the City of FWB, with the support of 

Cumulus Broadcasting and other supporters.  This 

will be a great asset in our community and will be 

done without any taxpayer money. We are about half 

way to the $30,000 needed to open the park. I would 

like to thank every one who has contributed so far. If 

you would like to donate, you may do so at many of 

the local Veterinary Clinics, the Chamber Office or go 

to www.FWBDogPark.com. We have had donations 

from $1 to $1000 so no donation is too small. Please 

donate if you can.

As your Chair of the Board I can’t tell you how 

excited I am about the first half of 2013. It’s been fun, 

busy and productive. I am looking forward to the rest 

of the year and hope you are as well. We still have a 

lot to accomplish so hop on the Chamber train, it’s 

quite a ride!!! I hope to see you at the next Chamber 

event and I thank you for your membership.

Mark Hamrick
Owner, Vacuum Center

State of the Chamber…
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President’s Message

It’s not what you know, but…..
. . . of course . . . who you know!  

I absolutely love doing business with 

people I know, and who are members 

of our Chamber of Commerce.  It 

gives me a safe feeling knowing that 

a Chamber friend—who is an expert 

in their field—is going to look out for 

me—in whatever the circumstance in 

which I need their services.

 Since the first of May,  I have 

personally utilized the following Chamber members—all 

of whom I have met at the Chamber:  —Dr. Chris Hansen 

and Dr. Sam Capra of White Wilson Medical Center; David 

Fuqua of Batteries Plus Bulbs; Dr. Shawn Leatherman of 

Healthsource; Grant Williams of Niceville Hearing Center; 

Big Nic of Scooter Brothers (need your lawn mower fixed?-

Great job!); Marcy Brown of BBVA Compass Bank; Eric 

Divens of  Sprint Cell Phone Service; Dennis Reeves of 

Dennis & Company; Dr. Mike Fregger of Family Eye Care; 

Bob Lentini of Gold’s Gym; all the Cumulus and Apex disc 

jockeys (yet knowing them does not allow you to automati-

cally win their contests); Marcia WrightReynolds of Gulf 

Reflections Studio;  Dottie at Walgreens on Mary Esther; and 

Dennis Gagnon of Affordable Home Insurance.  Luckily my 

car has been running pretty well lately, or I would be calling 

Jackie at Neese Automotive, Mike at Holmes Auto Repair, 

Chad at McLeod’s or Keith at Telly’s.  

(And this isn’t counting Gulf  Power, City of FWB utilities 

and NWF Daily News whom I use daily).

And let’s not forget those great Chamber restaurants (I 

can’t believe it, but I have dined at the following in the last 

month!): Fuds on the Island, Helen Back, County Line Pizza 

on Page Bacon (try their  Chicago deep dish pizza and $2 mys-

tery beers on Friday night!),  Lenny’s on Eglin; Luxe Sports 

Grill-downtown, Fokkers, Buffalo Reef, Brooks Bridge BBQ; 

Fusion Bistro, Golden Corral, Memphis Que, Mulhollows-

downtown, Whataburger, Wendy’s, Waffle House, Props 

Brewery & Grill, Sonny’s Real Pit BBQ, Tijuana Flats, Two 

Trees Restaurant and Lanies Kitchen-downtown.  I can’t wait 

to visit our other Chamber members this month!

There are scores of other Chamber members that I have 

used in the past, and dozens more I will use in the future.  The 

point is—our  Chamber cannot guarantee that you will get 

one piece of business by becoming a member—however I can 

personally guarantee that you have the opportunity to meet 

dozens (hundreds?) of people who might become friends—

and whom you can trust with your business/life requirements. 

Ted Corcoran
President/CEO/IOM
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Spotlight Sponsor:

FASTSIGNS is a locally owned and 

operated franchise that specializes in visual 

communications.  We think of ourselves as 

consultants prepared and ready to help our 

customers with content development, graphic 

design services, production, permitting and 

installation.  We have been serving the Emerald 

Coast for over 8 years now.

While we are a small local company, we have 

the resources and technological advantages that 

a large company enjoys because we are a part of 

a 550 store organization worldwide. FASTSIGNS 

has been ranked by Entrepreneur Magazine as the 

top sign franchisor for the past 10 years and is 

always in the top 5 and usually the top 2 “business 

to business” franchisors.  This is the result of 

the support that FASTSIGNS provides their 

franchisees and the value and consistency that the 

franchisees provide their customers.

The owner of the local FASTSIGNS franchise, 

Dick Marks, has over 30 years of consumer and 

industrial marketing experience that he brings 

to the business.  This enables him to relate well 

with customers to help them integrate their visual 

communications into their marketing mix.

FASTSIGNS of the Emerald Coast strives to 

provide the customer a friendly environment 

that focuses on service, quality and value while 

staying within the customer’s budget.  We do this 

by providing the customer with the “most bang 

for their buck”. We offer visual graphics of most 

any kind, from wall murals to large monument 

signs.  Some of the more common types of signs 

we provide are Post and Panel Signs, Banners,  

Directional  Signs, Dimensional/Channel Letters,  

Architectural ADA Signs, Vehicle Graphics, Pylon 

Signs, Trade Show Booths and Accessories like 

Monogrammed Tablecloths, Window Graphics, 

Retractable Banner Stands and the list goes on.  

The vast majority of the signs we manufacture are 

custom made to the customer’s specifications and 

needs. 

For more information about FASTSIGNS of 

the Emerald Coast, visit our website at www.

fastsigns.com/451.  The site offers more examples 

of the type of signs we are capable of producing, 

unfiltered customer reviews and actual photos of 

signs that we have manufactured and installed.

More than fast.  More than signs.

FASTSIGNS

903-A N Beal Pkwy, Fort Walton Beach, FL, 32547  |  850.314.7446
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29 N.E. Walter Martin Rd. • 243-9577
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Park Place Plaza 323 Page Bacon Rd
Mary Esther, FL 32569

850-244-5252 diamondworksjewelry.com

SAVE the DATE
Anniversary Sale July 20th

50% OFF most jewelry
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Bring In Your Spring Shoes NOW!
HEELS • SOLES • STITCHING

SHINES • DYES
*Active Military & Chamber Discounts

Many Drop Off Locations In The Area
240 Eglin Pkwy Across from Goofy Golf
www.Heel2ToeShoeRepair.com

863-HEEL
(4335)

Take a Trip | Take a Coastlines
Our members are going to some pretty glamorous places these days – and they’re 

taking some good reading material right along with them.
If you choose to take your Coastlines with you on a trip, take a photo and share it 

with us.  Send it to eppi@fwbchamber.org.

Jean Dutton traveled to Yorba Linda, CA to visit the Nixon Presidential Library.  
She was attending the 40th Anniversary of the return of the Vietnam POW’s.  Jean’s 
husband, Col. Richard Dutton, was a POW for 5-1/2 years.  He died in December of 
1999.

Paul and Anne Singleton headed north to North Carolina for a visit with their 
daughter and son in law in Richmond.  This photo of Anne, Paul and their daughter, 
Lisa Singleton-Driscoll, was taken just south of the Virginia/North Carolina line.

MDP Sponsoring July First Friday Coffee – 
Date Changed To July 12Th 

ALOHA from the MDP (Member Discount Providers)!!  As 
always, we will be sponsoring the Chamber First Friday Coffee 
for July and you won’t want to miss it!  THE DATE HAS 
CHANGED TO JULY 12 SINCE THE FIRST FRIDAY WAS 
ON THE 5th.  Our theme this year will be a LUAU THEMED 
PARTY/BREAKFAST and there will be many great surprises, 
fun and networking awaiting you!  If you have never been to an 
MDP sponsored breakfast, you definitely don’t want to miss this 
one….you will find that it is very different than the normal First 
Friday Coffee!  You won’t be coming to sit at a table but will be 
up mingling and networking with other businesses.

THOUSANDS of dollars in prizes will be given away.  Just 
to share a few items….2 night stay and gift basket from Best Western ($400 value); 
$500 gift certificate for a John Maxwell leadership training or private coaching from 
Brockman Enterprises, Inc.; Gift basket that includes a pair of women’s Charmant 
Espirit Sunglasses from Shalimar Eye Care ($110 value); $250 gift basket from 
Rosewood Realty; Luau themed floral arrangement from Remembering Loved Ones; 
Coaching Session and floral arrangement from Success With Desley $350; Gift Basket 
of Sea Salts from Marion Gipson; a Keurig Coffee Brewer from Office Depot and 
MUCH, MUCH more!!

Here is how it works!
� Breakfast and Luau starts at 7am.  Over 25 MDP members will each have a booth 

 set up for you to visit and learn about their businesses and the special discounts 
 they offer chamber members.
� When you arrive, you will receive an Office Depot reusable shopping bag and a 

 punch card with all the MDP members on it (thanks to Perfect Imprints).
� You will visit each booth and have your card punched at that booth – AFTER YOU 

 HAVE ALL BOOTHS PUNCHED you will turn in your card to Eppi and the 
 Chamber staff along with your business card to go in the drawing for door 
 prizes.  YOU WILL ONLY BE ELIGIBLE FOR DOOR PRIZE DRAWINGS IF 
 ALL BUSINESSES ARE VISITED AND PUNCHED!!  This must be done by 
 8:00am
� This will be an open networking breakfast – chairs will be available but all tables 

 will be removed.  Finger type breakfast foods will be served in the back of the 
 room.
� Door Prize give-away will begin at 8:15 – your business card will be accepted 

 ONLY after your punch card is verified that you have visited all booths.

Come join the fun at one of the biggest Chamber events of the year! We look forward 
to seeing you there!

Peggy Brockman
Brockman Enterprises, Inc.

Member Discount Providers
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Applause!
Applause!

Hurlburt Field Red Horse Unit
donates off-duty time for Kids

Over 20 volunteers from the Hurlburt Field 823rd Red 

Horse Unit rolled up their sleeves to form and pour the 

concrete driveway for a family foster home located in the 

Children in Crisis, Children’s Neighborhood in Ft. Walton 

Beach.  TSgt Dan Hall coordinated the training days for the 

work group that worked well into the darks hours for three 

days to get the job done on time.

Ken Hair, President/CEO, Children in Crisis, Inc. com-

mented, “The Hurlburt Field Red Horse Team really came 

through for Children in Crisis.  We didn’t have the driveway 

in our contract when we built the home but we had to finish 

the driveway before we could complete and open the new 

home.  You can see how critical this project was for CIC and 

the children.”

Hair added, “Military and civilian children of our com-

munity fall under the same foster program.  I’m very thankful 

that the Red Horse Team took on the challenge to make a 

difference in the life of a child.  A BIG THANKS to all who 

participated.”

Red Horse volunteers work on the driveway of the CIC Ya 
Ya’s House family foster home in the Children’s Neighborhood.

  

Fort Walton Beach Medical Center and Twin Cities 
Hospital Awarded an “A” for Patient Safety by Hospital 

Safety ScoreSM 
Fort Walton Beach Medical Center and Twin Cities 

Hospital have been honored with an “A” Hospital Safety 

ScoreSM by The Leapfrog Group, an independent national 

nonprofit run by employers and other large purchasers of 

health benefits. The fall of 2012 

Hospital Safety ScoreSM was 

calculated under the guidance 

of The Leapfrog Group’s Blue 

Ribbon Expert Panel using pub-

licly available data on patient 

injuries, medical and medica-

tion errors and infections. U.S. 

hospitals were assigned an A, B, 

C, D or F for their safety.

“It’s The Leapfrog Group’s goal to give patients the infor-

mation they need and deserve before even entering a hospi-

tal,” said Leah Binder, president and CEO of The Leapfrog 

Group. “We congratulate the hospitals that earned an ‘A’ and 

we look forward to the day when all hospitals in the U.S. will 

earn the highest scores for putting patient safety first.”

Southern Vacation Rentals Announces New
Fort Walton Beach Area Positions

 Southern Vacation Rentals (SVR) 

-- whose vision is to be the most car-

ing company along the Gulf Coast -- 

announces new area general manager 

Dawn Robinson, long time Southern 

employee, who will oversee vacation 

rental operations and business devel-

opment in the Fort Walton Beach and 

Destin region. Dawn Robinson is the 

new general manager for Fort Walton 

Beach condo rentals on Okaloosa Island and Destin vaca-

tion rentals from downtown Destin through Tops’l Beach & 

Racquet Resort in Miramar Beach. 

For the last eight years, she led Southern Vacation Rentals’ 

business development and will continue efforts to gain new 

properties on the Southern program while also growing 

the successful operations and guest relations in these areas. 

Robinson is a graduate of the University of New Mexico 

and has lived along the Emerald Coast for approximately 10 

years.

“While it is always our goal to exceed expectations, 

Southern Vacation Rentals is very pleased to announce this 

new role within our company, designed to bring customer 

service for our owners and guests to a whole new level,” said 

Marie Babin, chief operating officer, Southern Management 

Group.

SVR also announces the new guest relations manager 

position and new hire, Chris Wheeler.  Chris will oversee all 

Each month we highlight the accomplishments of  
Chamber businesses and individuals. Submit your news 
and pictures to eppi@fwbchamber.org Limit 150 words 
or less.

front desk operations and guest interaction, as well as grow 

the company’s Southern Perks partnerships with local busi-

nesses in the greater Fort Walton Beach and Destin area. 

Chris Wheeler joins Southern 

from Marriott’s Atlanta region and 

brings industry knowledge from his 

degree in hospitality management 

from Auburn University.  “Chris is an 

outstanding communicator who has 

a strong track record for exceeding 

guest expectations for service, exem-

plifying Southern’s mission,” said 

Southern Chief Operating Officer 

Marie Babin.

 

Republican Women of Okaloosa 
Federated Grants Scholarship

Collegiate High 

School graduat-

ing senior Arden 

Robertson (center) 

recently received a 

$1,500 scholarship 

from the Republican 

Women of Okaloosa 

Federated.  She 

is shown with scholarship committee chairperson Marijo 

Strauss (left) and RWOF President Patricia Perri..  Robertson 

will be attending Texas A & M University in the fall.

 

Britt Landrum III becomes Executive Vice President
Britt Landrum, Jr., President 

and CEO of Landrum Human 

Resource Companies, Inc., recent-

ly announced the promotion of his 

son, Britt Landrum III to the position 

of Executive Vice President of the 

company.   In remarks to the staff 

Landrum, Jr. stated, “I think this is an 

important move to assure continuity 

of leadership and the continued suc-

cess of our family owned company.”

Landrum III has been with the company over twenty years 

and has been a member of the senior leadership team since 

2006.  He has broad experience with the company, including 

sales, technology, operations and management.  His current 

responsibilities also include oversight of the integration of 

newly acquired PEOs.

Britt Landrum III is a graduate of Oglethorpe University 

in Atlanta.  He is married; has three sons, and resides in Gulf 

Breeze.

Wes Fields Earns Doolittle Raider Crest
For the first time in 71 years, the Doolittle Raiders have 

granted two very special individuals the honor of wearing 

the sacred Doolittle Raider’s Crest.  Our own Wes Fields 

was one of the honored recipients.  Up until now, the Raider 

Crest has only been worn by the Doolittle Raiders themselves 

and a small group of Honorary Raiders.  Wes was awarded 
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the Crest at the last 

Doolittle Raider 

Public Reunion that 

was held in Fort 

Walton Beach, FL 

in April.

The Doolittle 

Raider Crest is a 

Badge of Valor that 

unites all of the 

Doolittle Raiders with a unique insignia commemorating 

their historical mission. To learn more about this highly 

honored Crest go to http://www.doolittleraider.com/the_raid-

er_emblem.htm. 

While Wes was instrumental in bringing the final Doolittle 

Raider Reunion “home” to Eglin/Fort Walton Beach this 

year, he is responsible for contributing years of voluntary 

service to the Raiders.  Wes had been the main escort of 

Doolittle Raider MSgt Ed Horton until he passed away.  Wes 

also escorts Medal of Honor Recipient Col George “Bud” 

Day and other WWII Veterans to events across the USA and  

world.  For 12 years Wes has been the Security Director for 

the Doolittle “Tokyo” Raiders.  

Wes also volunteers many hours to our local community 

in a variety of capacities. Some of the services to which 

he has contributed over the past 32 years are the Florosa 

Volunteer Fire Fighters, Emergency Medical Technicians, 

American Red Cross (First Aid & CPR Instructor), Auxiliary 

Trooper with the Florida Highway Patrol and is presently a 

member of the Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Posse.

Wes served 24 years in the United States Air Force with 

22 of those years on the AC- 130H as an Aerial Gunner. He 

currently leads the Security Department at the Emerald Coast 

Convention Center.

United Way Selects New President/CEO
Ed Taylor, District Manager for Gulf Power’s Central 

Division and United Way Board of Directors Chair announced 

that Ken Hinrichs, a resident of Bluewater Bay in Niceville, 

has accepted the position of President/CEO of the United 

Way of Okaloosa and Walton Counties effective July 1, 2013.

Ken, a 30 year plus United Way employee, has served 

most recently as Interim Executive Director for the Louisiana 

Partnership for Children and Families in Baton Rouge fol-

lowing serving as the Interim President and CEO of the 

Boys and Girls Clubs of the Emerald Coast here in Fort 

Walton Beach.  His United Way experience includes tenure 

serving as President/CEO of the United Way of Southeastern 

Connecticut in Gales Ferry, Connecticut, as President/CEO 

of the Capital Area United Way in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 

and the United Way of Southwest Michigan in Benton 

Harbor, Michigan.

Ken’s expertise in increasing campaign revenue and 

board of director relations made him the logical candidate 

to serve our growing area of Okaloosa and Walton Counties.  

As a resident of Niceville, he has been involved in with the 

Okaloosa County Emergency Operations Center and the 

Institute of Senior Professionals at Northwest Florida State 

College.  A graduate of Purdue University, he maintains a 

relationship with the National Academy of Voluntarism.  A 

member of the Niceville United Methodist Church, Ken and 

his wife Laurie make their home in Bluewater Bay.

Hinrichs will succeed Bill Robinson, a 25 year veteran 

President/CEO of the United Way of Okaloosa and Walton 

Counties, who is credited with guiding the organization 

through tough economic times, a changing national chari-

table scene, and a number of damaging hurricanes that have 

struck the area. Robinson served for 27 years as a Boy Scouts 

of America executive prior to his term at the helm of United 

Way.

2013 Leadership Okaloosa Graduates
36 Community Leaders

The Costa Leadership Institute at Northwest Florida State 

College, in partnership with the Crestview, Destin, Niceville 

Valparaiso and the Greater Fort Walton Beach chambers of 

commerce, honored 36 Okaloosa County business profes-

sionals during a May 21 graduation ceremony to celebrate 

their completion of the 2012-2013 Leadership Okaloosa 

program.  

The graduates include:
Paula Andrews - Community Volunteer
Ashley Bailey - Okaloosa County Sheriff’s Office
Stacia Berryman - Emerald Coast Autism Center
Marilyn Bilby - Rocky Bayou Christian School
Wendy Borcyk - Twin Cities Hospital
Loren Boyer - Spence Brothers Properties
Kyle Bremer - North Okaloosa Medical Center
Beverly Britton - Contracts and Procurement Manager, InDyne, 
Inc.
Mark Chambers - CCB Community Bank
Jessica Davenport - Raymond James/Morgan Keegan
Bree Durham - Northwest Florida State College
Katerina Eckert - Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLC
Tara Hagan - Chesser & Barr, P.A.
Lauren Haggett - White-Wilson Medical Center
Eric Halter - Raymond James Financial Services
Jim Harkins - Okaloosa County Tax Collector
Billy Hemphill - InDyne, Inc.
Robert Hruby, MD - Surgeon 
Erin Igram - Boys & Girls Clubs of the Emerald Coast
Armand Izzo - TASC, Inc.
Leo King - Gulf Power Company
Bill Kuhn - Edible Arrangements
Richard Lamar - Southern Vacation Rentals
Brooke Lord - Choctawhatchee High School
Rose Marie Martin - Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce
Grant Meyer - Niceville High School
Joan O’Dowd - Staff Accountant, Laura Roesch, CPA, PLLC
Steven Pepper - Advanced Concepts Enterprises, Inc.
Dee Reynolds - Rocky Bayou Christian School

Missy Rogers - Horizons of Okaloosa County, Inc.
Andrea Rymer - University of West Florida Emerald Coast
Jon David Simpson - Attorney
Karyn Soltis-Habeck - University of West Florida
Luke Tatum - Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLC
Kristin Taylor - Cox Communications
Matt Turpin - Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLC

The Costa Leadership Institute is now accepting appli-

cations for the 2013-2014 Leadership Okaloosa program.  

The nine-month program aims to enhance the participants’ 

leadership skills, offering 25 hours of leadership develop-

ment training and tours of key sectors of Okaloosa County 

communities, military and other areas.  The class meets once 

each month from September to May, and participants receive 

classroom training by a certified instructor, interacting with 

various key community leaders along the way. 

A highlight of the program is a two-day trip to Tallahassee 

for the Legislative Day meetings.  Additionally, each partici-

pant takes part in a group project focused on city and county 

government, while honing the participants’ public speaking, 

presentation, time management and team building skills. 

Another important aspect of Leadership Okaloosa is the 

networking opportunities with other current and emerging 

community leaders.  Tuition for the Leadership Okaloosa 

program is $900 and applications are due by July 26. 

Applications are available online at www.nwfsc.edu/LI, by 

calling (850) 729-6880 or emailing Leadership@NWFSC.

edu. 

 

Taylor Haugen Foundation Donates Safety Equipment
The Taylor 

H a u g e n 

F o u n d a t i o n 

through its 

YESS Program 

( Y o u t h 

Equipment for 

Sports Safety) 

issued safety 

equipment to two Birmingham, AL U13 baseball teams on 

Tuesday, May14th.  The SLAM Rebels 13U out of Vestavia 

Hills wanted Evoshield’s (www.evoshield.com <http://www.

evoshield.com> ) specialty shirts designed to protect from 

Commotio Cordis, the often lethal disruption of heart rhythm 

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart_rhythm>  that occurs 

as a result of a blow to the area directly over the heart (the 

front chest or back region <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Precordium> ), at a critical time during the cycle of a heart 

beat causing cardiac arrest.  

The SLAM team then conducted a fund raiser to offset 

the total costs and initiated a grant application to the Taylor 

Haugen Foundation’s YESS Program.  The foundation 

then intended to match the funds raised by the young team.  

However, the team raised $1,500 – enough to cover the entire 

cost of the equipment.  The foundation and the team then 

decided to ‘pass it forward’ and the foundation matched the 

funds raised and asked the SLAM team to select an addi-

tional ‘in need’ team to provide equipment support.  Upon 
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completion of the equipment fitting of the young SLAM, 

the Wenonah Young Dragons 13U (Birmingham) were 

also outfitted, bringing a total of 25 players outfitted with 

EvoShield’s new generation equipment.  

The YESS Program’s intent is to educate and equip 

middle school and high school athletes with new age, internal 

injury protection often known to, and worn by, professionals 

and college players but rarely known to youth athletes and 

their parents.

Horizons Benefits from 17th Annual Children’s 
Invitational Golf Tournament

Pandora’s Steakhouse owner Sam Montalto recently 

presented four local children’s charities with checks total-

ing $145,000 as a result of the 17th Annual Children’s 

Invitational Golf Tournament. Proceeds were generated 

by sponsors, golfers, a silent auction, and a raffle for a 

Mercedes. Pictured accepting the check from Sam (pictured 

in the middle) on behalf of Horizons are Wayne Campbell/

President of Horizons, and Tracey Williams/Community 

Development Coordinator for Horizons. Sam Montalto and 

his charity have generated and dispersed $1.5 million in the 

17 years in existence. Next year’s tournament is set for April 

25-27, 2014.

2013 WOMEN’S WALL OF HONOR HONOREES 
ANNOUNCED

On May 7, 2013, the Okaloosa County Commission 

on the Status of Women (OCCSW) held a ceremony to 

recognize the 2012 Women’s Wall of Honor Honorees in 

the Auditorium at the University of West Florida, Emerald 

Coast Campus, in Fort Walton Beach, Florida.  These special 

women have contributed to the well-being of children, fami-

lies and the citizens of our community.  This year’s honorees 

are: 

Michelle Anchors, Mary Burnette (deceased), Mary 

Florence, Martha Gorecki, Mary Hahn (deceased), Valene 

Harris, Deborah Hewitt, Agnes V. “Ginger” Maddox, 

Tammy McDaniel, Louise Meyers, Rachel Morrison, LuAnn 

Pulliam, Gwendolyn Slife and Gail Walker.

The honorees’ names are placed on a plaque located in the 

library at the Fort Walton Beach campus of the University of 

West Florida with a nearby book containing a biographical 

page for each woman.

Pictured above are the 2013 honorees.  Front row, left to 
right: Michelle Anchors, Patricia Payne (sitting in for Mary 
Burnette deceased), Mary Florence, Martha Gorecki, Gary 
Scopes (sitting in for his wife Mary Hahn-deceased), Valene 
Harris, Deborah Hewitt.

Back row from left to right: Billie Maddox (filling in for her 
daughter Agnes V. “Ginger” Maddox), Tammy McDaniel, 
Louise Meyers, Rachel Morrison, LuAnn Pulliam, Gwendolyn 
Slife, Amy McBride (filling in for Gail Waller).

YMCA Has New President and CEO
The Corporate Board of Directors of the YMCA of 

Florida’s Emerald Coast announced today Mr. Thomas B. 

“Rudy” Wright will be the organization’s Interim President 

and Chief Executive Officer, effective June 15, 2013.  Mr. 

Wright succeeds Mr. Michael Rojas, who has served as the 

Y’s Chief Executive Officer since 2012.  

“Mr. Wright is the ideal person to fill this role at this time,” 

says Mrs. Colleen Mahn, YMCA of Florida’s Emerald Coast 

Board Chair.  “Having served over 30 years in the United 

States Air Force and recently retiring as a Major General, he 

has the right expertise directing operations of highly complex 

organizations.  And, as the recipient of several national-level 

leadership awards for progressive management in achieving 

organizational excellence, we believe Mr. Wright has a prov-

en record to provide an innovative path to the Y’s future.”   

Mr. Wright is a native of Fort Walton Beach and is a 

graduate of Choctawhatchee High School and Florida State 

University.  

“I am committed to the belief that increasing the number 

of healthy families is the primary way the Y can strengthen 

the foundations of each community we serve”, says Mr. 

Wright.  “This said, I foresee the requirement to expand 

upon initiatives of Mr. Rojas and revamp internal policies, 

adjust business practices and promote better utilization of our 

resources.  Our immediate and future operations will not be 

business as usual as we adjust to meet the challenges facing 

our organization.”

Sport Clips Haircuts to Open in Wright Plaza
Sport Clips Haircuts, a place 

that makes it good to be a guy, is 

opening soon in the Heart of the 

Greater Fort Walton Beach area 

in WRIGHT PLAZA at the corner 

of Racetrack Rd. and Beal Pkwy.  

Bear and Mitzi Henley are pictured 

with NASCAR drivers Danny 

Hamlin and Joey Logano at their 

2012 signing with the franchise.   

The Henleys are looking forward to bringing the family 

friendly positive haircutting experience, created by Sport 

Clips MVP, to the Men and Boys in the Okaloosa County 

area.  “It’s exciting to open our doors soon and let people 

come in and experience it for themselves,” said Bear Henley. 

Sport Clips Haircuts is headquartered in Georgetown, TX 

and was established in 1993 by founder and CEO Gordon 

Logan.   Sport Clips is the “Official Haircutter” of the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW),and sponsors the “Help 

a Hero” program that has raised almost $2 million to help 

deployed and hospitalized U.S. service members call home 

through the Operation Uplink program.  The Henley’s are 

proud to be a franchisee that offer’s a great concept in hair 

care options for guys and is a great place for stylist to work.  

Their outstanding service reminds men and boys that “It’s 

GOOD TO BE A GUY!”  

RE/MAX Southern Realty Welcomes
Four New Agents in May 2013

RE/MAX Southern Realty the 

largest RE/MAX team providing real 

estate services in Northwest Florida 

welcomes four new agents to the team 

this month, adding to the stellar team 

that led RE/MAX Florida sales and 

commissions in 2012. Brenda Mclean, 

Veronica Garcia, Rebecca Miller and 

Shannon Williams bring more than 40 

combined years of experience to RE/

MAX Southern.

“Each of these ladies was spe-

cially selected for their niche focus and 

expertise they will bring to our RE/

MAX Southern family,” said Owner 

and Broker Kerry Veach. “While we 

consistently lead sales and commis-

sions for RE/MAX in Florida, these 

new agents will help catapult our com-

pany to even higher levels of service 

and experience.”

RE/MAX Southern has been a lead-

er in Destin real estate for more than 

20 years while Southern has been a 

forerunner in Northwest Florida vaca-

tion rental and property management 

since 1995. Together, they currently 

represent countless real estate proper-

ties, nearly 800 short term rentals, 750 

long term rentals and 30 associations 

throughout Perdido Key, Pensacola 

Beach, Fort Walton Beach, Destin, 

South Walton, Panama City Beach 

and the Forgotten Coast. Owned and 

operated by two sets of brothers, Mike 

and Brad Shoults and Kevin and Kerry 

Veach, Southern is a family and community oriented com-

pany whose mission is to exceed customers’ expectations 

by providing the highest quality experience and service in 

Northwest Florida. Ready. Set. Go Southern!
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Thanks to Edward Jones Investments and Brooks Bridge Bar-B-Q for the outstanding 
Business After Hours in May.  It was a beautiful evening and a great way 
for Chamber members to network.  (If you don’t typically attend BAH, you 
should give it a try!)

Join us for the July Business After Hours:  
Thursday, July 18, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm
Belvedere Commons, 2000 Principal Lane, Fort Walton Beach 
(behind Sam’s Club)

Special Bowlegs Kickoff Business After Hours
Our friends at Cumulus Broadcasting decided to kick off the Bowlegs weekend 
in grand style with a special, BONUS Business After Hours.  Another beauti-
ful evening with great food provided by Brooks Bridge Bar-B-Q.  Helen 
Back provided the drinks in exchange for a small donation to the new Fort 
Walton Beach Dog Park.  
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RIBBON CUTTINGS

Mediation Solutions
7 Vine Avenue, NE  |  Fort Walton Beach, FL   32548

850.682.1234  |  www.ppccfl .com

The Oar House Seafood Shanty
108 Santa Rosa Blvd.  |  Fort Walton Beach, FL   32548

850.362.6611  |  www.oarhouseseafood.com

Emerald Coast Permanent Makeup
204 SE Miracle Strip Parkway  |  Fort Walton Beach, FL   32549

850.733-3004  |  www.emeraldcoastpermanentmakeup.com

Old Hag’s Café
10 Eglin Parkway, SE  |  Fort Walton Beach, FL   32548

850.362.6984  |  www.oldhagscafe.com
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Nothing But

NetworkinG
We went to Cow Tippers in June - they worked Very 

hard to give us a terrifi c experience.  Thank you!  

Next month, we’ll be:
Tommy Mattonie’s Coastal Café, 

723 Eglin Parkway, NE. 
Thursday,July 11, 11:30 am

Please RSVP at www.fwbchamber.com.



12 July 2013  |  www.fwbchamber.com  |  The Offi cial Publication of the Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce  

Gulf Power

Coastal Bank and Trust

Sam’s Club

Helen Back

Family Eye Care

Sierra Nevada Corp.

Carr, Riggs & Ingram

Chill Enterprises, Inc.

Emerald Coast Public Relations Organization 

(ECPRO)

Eglin Federal Credit Union

Janice Valandingham, Mary Kay

Handwoven by Design

Stage Crafters Community Theatre

SportClips

Warren Averett O’Sullivan Creel

Northwest Florida State College

Building Industry Association of Okaloosa and 

Walton Counties, Inc.

Fleet, Spencer & Kilpatric, PA

Beach Community Mortgage

Edible Arrangements

The Chamber Ambassadors

Remembering Loved Ones

Pensacola Blue Wahoos

Chair Mark Hamrick honored some of the key Bowlegs 
volunteers with awards for their tireless efforts:  Maren 
Ammons from Helen Back; Hugh Kendall, Kim Smith 
(Kelly Services), Paul Montalvo (PCTS), Marcia (and Mike) 
WrightReynolds (Gulf Refl ections), Bob Matthews (Trinity 
UMC), Bob Pinard (LocalEdge), and Bob Levison (Systems of 
Sound).  There were hundreds more who offered their talents 
as well, contributing to the spectacular success of Bowlegs.  
We couldn’t do it without you!!

You won’t often see the staff in the limelight, 
but they were thrilled to receive the exciting 
“Above and Beyond Award” for their work on 
the Doolittle Raiders Reunion.

Staff and supporters of Horizons were on 
hand to give a lively presentation about 
upcoming events as well as the agency’s 
services.

This was a particularly good looking group of 
new members.  It’s always a joy to welcome 
them into the Chamber and help them make 
great connections.  

David Reeves of Golden Corral presented a 
check for $600 in support of the Fort Walton 
Beach Dog Park.  

Matt Turpin of Carr, Riggs & Ingram, and 
Karen Franklin of Eglin Federal Credit Union 
demonstrate the joy that comes with all those 
fabulous door prizes.

The crew from Gulf Power was very gracious 
and donated their sponsor time to the team 
from Horizons.

If you’d like to relive the fun of FFC, you 

can view it on EmeraldCoastTV.com
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Each month, the Greater Fort Walton Beach 
Chamber of Commerce has a special luncheon 
for our  newest members. Check out these busi-
nesses – help welcome them to the Chamber.  
And remember:  Members Helping Members 
Makes Sense!

 
Brian G. 

Cawood, 
Brock Lawn 
& Pest 
Control, 28 

Beal Parkway, SW, Fort Walton Beach, FL, 
850.867.0142. Brock Lawn &  Pest Control is a 
family-owned business established over three 
generations.  We offer a full line of pest control 
services, including lawn enhancement, termite 
defense, mosquito control, and general home 
pest control.  We offer free inspections and 
estimates.  

Ron Marquardt, 
Solutions Studios, 
417B Racetrack 
Road, Fort Wal-
ton Beach, FL, 
850.376.3314. We 
provide video ser-
vices in HD for TV 
Commercials or so-

cial media.  We also film and produce corporate 
training videos, DVD’s or other video formats.

Samantha Howell, Slumber Parties by Sa-
mantha Howell, 310 Vista St., SW, Fort Walton 
Beach, FL, 32548.  850.797.0170. You can enjoy a 
fun and tasteful presentation with your guests in 
the privacy of your own home.  Earn a free shop-
ping spree as a hostess.  We offer the latest 
and greatest in:  books, games, edible lotions, 
massage oils, novelties, lingerie, and adult toys!  
We deliver the night of the party. I sell to men, 
but our home parties are exclusively for women 
18 and over.

“Johnny C.” Alexander, Jack of All Trades 
Productions, 850.899.6339. Jack Of All Trades 
Productions is an all-encompassing multimedia 
production company offering services ranging 
from simple commercial writing and production 
to local event hosting and graphic design.

Johnny C. has been working in mass media 
since 2000 and has been a professional voice 
and hosting talent since 2003. Graduating from 
the Nicholson School of Communication at the 
University of Central Florida, the ONLY accred-
ited communication school in Florida, Johnny 
has gained experience in all facets of media 
production on both sides of the camera and 
microphone.

Jack Of All Trades Productions is completely 
mobile and can travel to on-location production 

sites and can produce and edit a finished prod-
uct on-site with a quick turn-around time. And 
with a near-endless amount of energy, Johnny 
can also bring life to crowds and events of any 
size.

John Marc, Black Flag Cab & Airport Shuttle, 
Shalimar, FL  32579, 850.428.4316. Reliable 
ground transportation for your airport, hotel, 
restaurant, or nightclub experience.  Act as a 
point of contact for vacationing tourist for local 
Chamber member businesses.

Colin Dexter, Sound Data solutions, LLC, 
Navarre, FL, 850.374.1548,  Our mission at Sound 
Data Solutions is to help small businesses in 
Northwest Florida streamline their information 
processing tasks, eliminate redundant data 
entry, and spend more time focusing on their 
core business functions.  If you or your employ-
ees are entering the same data in more than 
one place, copying and pasting, or manually 
entering data from an existing system, we can 
help.  We’ll build you an affordable, easy to use 
application using products like MS Access, Ex-
cel and others, that replace an hour or more of 
manual processing with a click of your mouse.  
It will produce reports, invoices, or any other 
document within a few seconds that are tailored 
to your exact specifications.

We offer a free, on-site consultation for 
businesses located in Okaloosa and Santa Rosa 
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counties.  Please contact us at 850-374-1548. 

Michael Liu/John Tolbet, Flat Rate Process-
ing, 2 Portofino Drive, Gulf Breeze, FL, 32561

Flat 
Rate Pro-
cessing 
has been 
providing 

merchants with the ability to accept any Visa, 
MasterCard, or Discover debit/credit card for 
one flat rate since 2003. Working within many dif-
ferent industries, we have found merchants ap-
preciate having one simple processing rate that 
remains consistent each month.  It makes bud-
geting, pricing, etc. much easier to accomplish. 
Also, with a true flat rate merchants are not 
charged ridiculous junk fees and consequently 
they end up saving money.  To assist merchants,  
we also provide multiple payment technologies 
and POS software to help merchants with any of 
their payment needs. Due to our flat rate pric-
ing and technologies that we have available, 
we often run across individual, and even other 
companies, who express interest in adding Flat 

Rate Processing to their inventory. Our unique 
marketing strategy and sales philosophies assist 
our ISO/Agents in generating accounts. 

Bob Dyer, Sunset 
Resort Rentals, 126A 
Perry Ave., SE, Fort 
Walton Beach, 32548, 
850.665.7889. We at Sun-
set Resort Rentals offer 

quality, clean, and affordable vacation accommo-
dations to families from around the country.  With 
managed properties primarily located in Fort Walton 
Beach and Destin, we use only vendors and sup-
pliers within our immediate area.  As we grow, we 
hope to help other small businesses do the same.  
We look forward to seeing you soon.  

Jennifer Wilson, Cotton Land Title, 3 Plew 
Avenue, Shalimar, FL, 850.865-6000. Cotton Land 
Title has over 30 years experience in the Real Estate 
Closing business.  We have two full time attorneys 
on staff,  two locations (Shalimar and Miramar 
Beach) and offer the option of mobile closing to 
come to you.  Our mission is to serve the real estate, 

banking and legal community by offering a qual-
ity product in a timely manner at a competitive 
rate.  We guarantee superior customer service and 
promptly!

 
Pam White, Financial Advisor, First Command 

Financial Services, 99 Eglin Parkway, NE, Suite 
18, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548, 850.362.6770. Get 
your fi nancial life squared away with First Com-
mand.  We offer personalized fi nancial planning and 
advice; retirement income planning and rollovers; 
investment strategies; education funding solutions; 
life, home and auto insurance.

©2013 First Command Financial Services, Inc., 
parent of First Command Financial Planning, Inc. 
(Member SIPC, FINRA), First Command Insurance 
Services, Inc. and First Command Bank. Financial 
planning services and investment products, includ-
ing securities, are offered by First Command Finan-
cial Planning, Inc. Insurance products and services 
are offered by First Command Insurance Services, 
Inc. Securities products are not FDIC insured, have 
no bank guarantee and may lose value. A fi nancial 
plan, by itself, cannot assure that retirement or 
other fi nancial goals will be met.
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Niceville
(850) 897-4400

Destin
(850) 269-6400

Fort Walton Beach
(850) 863-8100

One Choice

More than 20 different specialties
Over 50 outstanding physicians

20
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Janice Valandingham
Mary Kay Beauty Consultant
850-376-4285

Lygia Nabors
Nabors Family & Cosmetic 
Dentistry
850-362-6898

Kathy Murphy
Legacy Designs, Inc dba Sign 
Scene
850-243-0200

Lee Hunkovic
Momentum Payment
Systems
850-585-6902

Robert Matthews
Individual Member
850-863-5363

Tim Mossberg
Mojo Sportswear Company-Destin
850-837-0281

Katie Kehoe
Holiday Inn Resort Destin-West
850-791-5712

Chapman Rider
Legal Shield Independent 
Associate
850-376-3359

Brian Mack
Visiting Angels
850-807-7800

Brian Cawood
Brock Lawn and Pest Control, Inc
850-867-0142

Robin Cragin
Etheria Day Spa
772-577-3557

John Alexander
Jack Of All Trades
850-899-6339

Ron Marquardt
Solutions Studios
850-376-3314

Robert Towers
Midas Auto Services & Tires
850-244-3706

Leo Gadwa
Beach Castle
850-301-1900

John & Janie leBlanc
Caffe’ Italia One89
850-664-0035

John Marc 
Black Flag Cab & Airport Shuttle
850-428-4316

Colin Dexter
Sound Data Solutions LLC
850-374-1548

Dr Brodie Bowman
Brodie Bowman Orthodontics
850-863-2122

Bill Faile
Smart Global Products
678-343-8520

William Adkins
Adkins (individual member)
850-758-8060

Bear Henley
Emerald Coast Clips Inc. Dba 
SportClips
850-862-3814

20132013MAYMAY

Membership RenewalsMembership Renewals
Sponsored by

A2Z Specialty Advertising

Acentria Insurance

Arby’s

Arts & Design Society (ADSO) of FWB

Beukenkamp Building Group

Choice High School and Technical Center

Copy Products Company

Davis Watkins Funeral Home

Eglin Association of Chief Master Sergeants

Eglin Federal Credit Union

Emerald Coast Children’s Advocacy Center

Emerald Coast Crime Stoppers

Emerald Coast Dale Carnegie Training

Emerald Coast Pathology Associates

Furniture Resources

Gary Smith Ford-Honda

GLC Contracting

Gold’s Gym

Gulf Coast City Church

Hancock Bank

Home Intentions Emerald Bag, LLC

Hurlburt Field Force Support Marketing

InfoPro Corporation

Kasba Dancers

Keego Clay Products

Kids Discovery #1

LocalEdge

Lowry & Watson, CPA

McMahon Hadder Insurance

Memphis Que Memphis Style BBQ

Next Stop Paradise of Keller Williams Realty

Nicholson Reeder & Reynolds, PA

Okaloosa Heart and Vascular Center

Panhandle Animal Welfare Society

Peaden Air Conditioning, Plumbing & Electrical

People’s Home Health

Perfect Imprints

Professional Computer Training and Services

Props Brewery & Grill

The Recovery Room Immediate Care

Seaspray Condominium Association

Shady Lane Boarding and Kennels

Bobbie Shepherd

Stiles Outdoor Power Equipment, Inc.

Superior Insurance Solutions

Two Trees Restaurant

Vacuum Center

Waffl e House

Wendy’s

Yellow River Wine Bar

Business Forum

THE CHAMBER Mark Hamrick

SHOWS WILL BE AIRED AT THE FOLLOWING TIMES:

Wednesdays at 8am, 
Mondays, Thursdays, Sundays at 6pm

or anytime On DEMAND on Cox Advanced TV!
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FOR UP-TO-DATE CHAMBER EVENTS SEE:
FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WEBSITE: WWW.FWBCHAMBER.COM

FOR COMMUNITY EVENTS SEE:
OKALOOSA COUNTY TDC WEBSITE: WWW.EMERALDCOASTFL.COM
*ALL MEETINGS AT CHAMBER CONFERENCE ROOM UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

THE GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

CALENDAR EVENTS

July 2, 2013
Environment Committee 8:15 AM

July 4, 2013
July 4 - Chamber Closed 

July 5, 2013
Chamber Closed 

July 9, 2013
Healthcare Committee 8:00 AM

July 10, 2013 
Networking Plus Lunch and Learn 11:30 AM

Government Affairs - Special Date and Location! 

July 11, 2013
Nothing But Networking 11:30 AM

July 12, 2013
First Friday Coffee 7:00 AM

New Member Lunch 11:45 AM

July 15, 2013 
MAC 11:30 AM

July 16, 2013
Member Discount Providers 8:00

Tourism Committee 11:30

July 17, 2013
Ambassadors 7:45 AM

July 18, 2013
Business After Hours 5:30 - 7:30 

July 23, 2013
Multi-Cultural Committee 5:30 PM

Tourism Committee 11:30 AM
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Laughter • Stories • Friendship • Fun

Call 850.243.7735 today to
schedule your personal tour & complimentary lunch!

• Assisted Living & Memory
Care Community

• Exciting Life Enrichment Programs

• Fostering Healthy Lifestyles

• Rediscover the Joy Available
in Life!

More
Discover how life can be MORE at

(850) 243-7735
2000 Principal Lane, Ft Walton Beach FL 32547
(near the hospital off Mar Walt Dr.)
www.belvederecommonsfortwaltonbeach.com Assisted Living Lic.# 9819
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RAYMOND JAMES
FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.

Member FINRA / SIPC

Individual solutions for independent advisors.

Charles C. West
Financial Planner & Branch Manager
Charles.West@RaymondJames.com

Eric Halter
Financial Planner

Eric.Halter@RaymondJames.com

29 Eglin Parkway N.E., Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548

11490 Emerald Coast Parkway, Destin, FL 32550

850-796-2045 :: www.TeamRJFS.com
*Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC, an independent broker/dealer, and are
not insured by Bank insurance, the FDIC, or any other Government agency, are not deposits or obligations of the bank, and are
subject to risks, including the possibility of loss of principal.

20
89

26
4


	UNCL10626
	UNCL20626
	UNCL30626
	UNCL40626
	UNCL50626
	UNCL60626
	UNCL70626
	UNCL80626
	UNCL90626
	UNCL100626
	UNCL110626
	UNCL120626
	UNCL130626
	UNCL140626
	UNCL150626
	UNCL160626
	UNCL170626
	UNCL180626
	UNCL190626
	UNCL200626

